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March in a Tamborine Mountain Garden 

Monday, 1st of March, and I am looking out of my window at my garden – something I have 

been doing a lot of lately. I can see a beautiful abundance of green under leaden skies. 

Despite cutting and shaping many of my shrubs and perennials over the last few months, I 

think it will be time to start again when we get a few clear days. 

I notice two of my favourite Sasanqua Camellias starting to flower – Bonanza a frothy deep 

pink and Showa-no-sakae a small double mid-pink with a musty perfume. All other 

Camellias have budded beautifully, even the shy and late flowering ones seem to be doing 

well. Maybe the generous dressing of Dynamic Lifter just before the rain is helping. 

I noticed several brown patches in our kikuku grass recently. Because we don‘t pamper our 

grass I discounted lawn grubs, until I saw a butcher-bird feasting in a brown patch, stuffing 

himself on grubs. I am gratified to know that there is nothing there to harm him and the 

brown patches have recovered. 

Crinums flower a little before Naked Ladies (Amaryllis belladonna) and we seem to 

confuse the two. Crinums have strappy foliage and nodding blooms, and are usually pale 

pink, although recently I saw a beautiful deep pink flower in a Tamborine garden. Naked 

Ladies, as suggested, have clusters of pink or white trumpets, popping up without foliage.  

Our ―pot-luck‖ Dahlias from the Potty Potters should now be coming into bloom. One 

notable specimen causing a stir, 20cm across and luscious pink is in the Botanic Garden. 

My ferns planted in the garden have struggled in previous years, but are now flourishing 

thanks to the rain. Likewise, Begonias in the ground are looking very happy. The white 

cane Begonia is a knockout two metres tall. Another ‗pot-plant‘ that does well in the 

ground, in shade or semi-shade is Streptocarpus. It has a rosette of crinkly leaves topped 

with blooms on slender stems in colours of white, pink, magenta and purple. This plant is of 

the Gesneriaceae family and grows in coastal forests of Africa - the East Cape and South 

Natal, liking dry winters. Sounds like us!! 

Did you know – Impatiens that we call ‘busy lizzies’ are called ‘patient lizzies’ 

in USA. 

 Happy  Gardening ï Elwyn 

Anaaxôr A`qf`hmr 

Buy today at the 

best prices on the 

Mountain. 

The Potty Potters‘ stall will be 

stocked with a wonderful 

selection of their very own 

healthy propagated beauties.  

Lots of cuttings also available 

for those green thumbs. 
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March 2010 

March Meeting & AGM- Vg`sôr nm snc`x 
Tuesday 9th March 9:30AM -Vonda Youngman Community Centre. 

Special Guest speaker  followed by lunch 
Ross McKinnon AM 

Curator in Charge,  Brisbane Botanic Gardens.  

Competition table 
A native plant — 1 cut   An exotic tree or shrub — 1 cut  

A bulb — 1 cut    An Hibiscus flower — 1 cut  

A vegetable    A Perennial—1 cut  

Some perfumed foliage—1 cut. 

March 16th Garden Visit 10:00AM 
Bring your morning tea.to Lorraine Millar's garden at  

7 Hartley Rd, North Tamborine. 

Edaqt`qx F`qcdm Uhrhs `s sgd Lnqf`mrô 
A picture‘s worth a thousand words.  Garden Club members 

delighted in our visit to Judy and Allan‘s outstanding garden on The 

Shelf Road.  It‘s great vantage point also offered wonderful vistas of 

the escarpment and Gold Coast.  Allan‘s shed with a view, and his 

mowing demonstations were a delight for some of the boys. 

Visitors were treated to morning tea and coffee when the rain set in, 

but nothing could dampen the enjoyment of the morning.  

The ‗Garden Visit‘ mornings are a great opportunity to get to know 

other members and 

find out what 

works, first-hand, 

on the Mountain.  

A special thanks 

to Judy & Allan 

Morgan for their 

wonderful 

hospitality. 
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March heralds a 

change of committee 

for our club and I would 

like to sincerely thank 

outgoing committee 

members Vice 

President Sue Stewart 

(2 years),  Secretary 

Judy Morgan (1 year), Treasurer Eric Bailey   

(2 years),  Elaine Longton (5 years), Newsletter 

Editor Barbara Smallwood (1 year), and Faith 

Whear (1 year) for their wonderful contribution.  

Eric has offered to keep the Treasurer‘s seat 

warm until we can find a replacement.  The 

position of Treasurer is vital, we cannot run this 

club without a Treasurer so I appeal to those 

members with accounting/bookkeeping 

experience to come forward and get involved.  

The club purchased the MYOB programme and 

Eric assures me that this has simplified the job 

enormously – involvement pays off, please 

volunteer so our club can keep operating. 

Due to unforseen family priorities, I will not be 

continuing as President.  It has been a privilege 

to call myself President of this amazing club 

and I thank you all for the opportunity.  I will 

continue to oversee ‗Seasons‘ for the time 

being and will stay on the committee until the 

end of the current year.  My best wishes to all.                

                    Margaret 

April 2010 Meeting 

From the President 

Tuesday 13th April 9:30AM 

Vonda Youngman Community Centre. 
 

APRILGUEST SPEAKER 
Marj & John Simonsen 
Plant identification in the Botanic Gardens 
 

APRIL COMPETITION TABLE 
Susan Cantrell, Organiser 

Members are encouraged to bring entries from 
their garden.  It‘s fun and a way to learn what 

can be grown on our Mountain. 

Please place the gardener ‘s name under 
each entry. 
1. A flowering native plant-1cut. . 
2. A flowering exotic tree or shrub-1cut 
3. A flowering bulb-1cut 
4. A vegetable.  5. A potted plant.  
6. Genus Rosa-1cut, cluster or single flower.  
7. An arrangement of perennials in a  
     decorative vase. 

SPECIMEN TABLE 

Bring along a specimen; unusual, interesting, 

beautiful, unknown. 

Include a question if you like. 
 

QUESTION & ANSWER SEGMENT 

Get the answers you need to all your 
gardening questions.  Use your exprience to 

help with someone else‘s problems. 
 

APRIL TEA ROSTER 

Maureen Penwright, 

Helen Lynch and  Sue 

McConnell. 

Members  

please bring  

your own cup. 
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13-14th March  Aspley Orchid Society $3 entry—Mt Coot tha Botanic Gardens 9-3. Ph:3269 7527 

20-21st March Plant Fair at Bromelton House—Open Garden Scheme Special Event, $8 entry 

    Bromelton house Rd, Gleneagle (near Beaudesert) Ph  3892 7147 

27-28th March Queensland Begonia Society $3 entry—Mt Coot tha Botanic Gdns 9-3. Ph:3359 4319  
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Thank you to all those who volunteered to 

man gates for the May opening, the response 

was excellent. Please remember to have 

some brochures with you when off the 

mountain so they can be reaching gardeners 

far afield. If any members have media 

experience, please give me a call.  

Margaret 5545 0797 

Outings and Travel             See notice board for details and other events 

Seasons on the Mountain 

Elaine LongtonñBus tours Organiser 

Hearty thanks from Elaine to all thirty-eight enthusiastic folk who 

supported the Club by attending the February 23rd bus tour to the Sunshine 

Coast.  ―It was a scorcher of a day, but thoroughly enjoyed by all.‖ 

Elaine has been a Garden Club member since coming to the Mountain 

eight years ago. In her first year she was the hamburger chef at the 

showground during Festival. The following year she cooked vegetarian 

dishes.  

Elaine and Malcolm‘s garden has featured in Springtime Garden Trail not 

once but twice over the years.  After five years serving on the Garden Club 

Committee and as Tours organiser, Elaine is stepping down so that someone else can take up the 

position.  Many thanks to Elaine for her generosity and commitment to our Club. 

Welcome to new members 

Amanda Hay & Stuart Wright  Delma McCrea   Helen Rostron 

Jan & Ron McKinnon   Glenda Mathers   Sheila Raison 

Janet Stone    Jenny Carpenter   Maurice Laarhoven 

BOTANIC GARDENS WORKING BEE 

Every Thursday Morning from 8:00AM 

Fourth Tuesday Morning from 8:00AM. 

POTTY POTTERS & PLANT SALES 
Every Wednesday and Thursday Morning  
from 8:30AM till 11:30AM. 

Volunteering 


