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February in a Tamborine Mountain Garden 

This year has started hot and humid. I would like to think that we could sit 

under a shady tree and read gardening books. Meanwhile there is work to 

be done.  

All of our perennials, salvias, coreopsis, plectranthus etc., are lanky 

and spent, so give them a trim which may encourage another flush.  

Dahlias and asters will be flowering soon and may need staking and 

given good drinks on the hot days.  

Our camellias are starting to bud and there is promise of a 

wonderful season ahead. They will benefit from a dressing of 

organic pelletized fertilizer and maybe some potash. Some extra 

watering will help, even though they seem to be remarkably resilient 

in dry times. 

The chore of removing spent blooms from agapanthus is upon us. 

We need to achieve this before the black seeds spread through the 

garden. 

In our environment, mostly free of frost, we can cut back our 

hydrangeas. If pruning in summer, prune back to two fat growth 

buds, clean out old growth, fertilize with organic pellets and water 

well. If in doubt, talk to Kay Ilett. 

Last year, despite removing many of the seed heads from my lillium 

formosanum, they have come back in force, very beautiful but 

weedy. I am cutting bunches for the house and they last well. I will 

need to remove the bulbs soon from the garden to reduce numbers 

as they are no longer recommended as a garden plant. 

Stay cool, drink lots of water (one of our members was hospitalised 

with dehydration), and if possible garden early and late in the day. 

 Happy  Gardening – Elwyn 

Bobby’s Bargains 

The Potty Potters have 
had a working  frenzy to 

meet your Summer needs. 

FEBRUARY SPECIALS 

Hoya, RengaRenga Lily, 
Chinese Plumbago, 
Cordylines, Begonias, and 
Heliotrope. 

Be quick!  Snap up the 

bargains before they ‘re gone! 

Lots of cuttings too! 
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NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 9th March 2010 
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Vonda Youngman Community 

Centre 
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Ken Baker 

Deneice Wyllie 
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February 2010 

February Meeting - What’s on today 
Tuesday 9th February 9:30AM -Vonda Youngman Community 
Centre. 

Guest speaker  Question & Answer      
Kim Lacksman will speak on   Get the answers to gardening 

Cactus and Succulents.         problems. Share your expertise. 

Competition table 
A flowering native plant—1 cut    A flowering bulb—1 cut  

A flowering exotic tree or shrub—1 cut    A climbing plant—1 cut  

An arrangement of coloured leaves   A  vegetable 

A dahlia flower. 

February 16th Garden Visit 10:00AM 
Bring your morning tea.to Judy and Allan Morgan’s garden   

97 The Shelf Road,  Mount Tamborine. 

Don’t Miss Your Big Day Out   
When:  Tuesday 23rd February departs Vonda 

Youngman Community Centre at 7:30am sharp. 

Cost:  $30 per person. 

What to bring: BYO morning/ afternoon tea and 

lunch.  Bring a box to put any plant purchases in 

and the driver will store in the luggage compartment 

for us. 

Itinerary:   

Morning We arrive at Finland park for Morning  tea 

followed by a visit to the world class ‘Bromeliad 

Addictions Wholesale Nursery’ at Bli Bli. 

Afternoon Visit the beautiful garden of our August 

guest speaker Penny Hegarty,  followed by Sunray 

Nursery at Nambour.  We finish our day at the 

Maroochydore Botanical Gardens. A 4pm departure 

should put us home on the mountain by 5:30pm.   

Please see Elaine Longton today to book your seat. 
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Welcome back everyone 
and I do hope you have 
all had a very happy and 

healthy Festive Season.   

It has been wonderful to 
see the rain and the 
benefits are so obvious 

across the mountain. 

Our Christmas Lunch was well attended and 
despite the heat, enjoyed by all.  For those who 
were not present, the winners of the 2009 
Competition table were announced and prizes 
presented – Susan Cantrell 1st, Glenda Clark 
2nd, Faith Whear 3rd.  Congratulations ladies 

and thank you for your regular entries. 

I do hope that Elaine’s efforts to arrange the 
first bus trip of the year are rewarded and that 
we have a full coach.  Don’t forget to bring 

plenty of drinking water and a shady hat or 
umbrella.  See full details in the body of the 
Newsletter.  We hope to see more outings 
arranged for this year so let us have any 

destination requests.  

As discussed at the November meeting, Ross 
McKinnon AM will be our special Guest 
Speaker at the March Meeting so please make 
an effort to come along and don’t be frightened 
off because it’s also the AGM.  Lunch in the 
back room will follow the meeting and anyone 
who has not already offered to help by bringing 
a plate, please see me as some more food 

would be most welcome. 

Speaking of the AGM, all positions become 
vacant and nominations should be in today, 
see Secretary Judy for nomination forms.      

Best wishes to all.                      Margaret 

March 2010 Meeting 

From the President 

Tuesday 9th March 9:30AM 

Vonda Youngman Community Centre. 
 

MARCH GUEST SPEAKER 
Ross McKinnon—topic TBA 
 

MARCH COMPETITION TABLE 
Susan Cantrell, Organiser 

Members are encouraged to bring entries 
from their garden.  It’s fun and a way to learn 

what can be grown on our Mountain. 

Please place the gardener ós name under 
each entry. 
1. A native plant — 1 cut  

2. An exotic tree or shrub — 1 cut  

3. A bulb — 1 cut  

4. An Hibiscus flower — 1 cut  

5. A vegetable. 

6. A Pereninial—1 cut  

7. Some perfumed foliage—1 cut. 

SPECIMEN TABLE 

Bring along a specimen; unusual, interesting, 

beautiful, unknown. 

Include a question if you like. 
 

QUESTION & ANSWER SEGMENT 

Get the answers you need to all your 
gardening questions.  Use your exprience to 

help with someone else’s problems. 
 

MARCH TEA 
ROSTER 

Wyn Thompson and 

May Smith. 

Members  

please bring  

your own cup. 
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13-14th February  Aspley Orchid Society ($3)—Mt Coot tha Botanic Gardens 9-3. Ph:3269 7527 

23rd February  Club Bus Trip to Sunshine Coast ($30)— Ph Elaine 5545 2316 

27-28th February Queensland Begonia Society ($3)—Mt Coot tha Botanic Gdns 9-3. Ph:3359 4319  

13-14th Marcjh Greenbank Show, Teviot Road ($7 Adult, $3 Child)/Concession—includes flowers  

                                         and plants. Open from 8:30am. 

  See notice board for details and other events. 
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I have been beavering away with this new format; 
the brochure is out and has been well received.  
Coach Companies, Garden Clubs and 
Organisations have received their copies.  Our 
website is updated with full details and the 
brochure downloadable.  My thanks to Sharon 
Ackerman who has volunteered to take over the 

responsibility of the website. 

Already we have advice from some Clubs and 
Coach companies of their plans to visit so lets 

hope this really takes off. 

Brochure distribution is VERY important and I 
MUST have help here.  I need someone to 
oversee distribution, keeping a record of where 
brochures have been left and I need distributors 

– so please!                   Margaret 5545 0797  

Sandy Silabon 

Sandy worked with her family company that manufactured and retailed 

office furniture, and later, with Frank, at his Plywood company.  Upon 

retiring, they bought a home on the Mountain early in 1997.  Neighbour 

Jacqui Miller soon invited Sandy to Garden Club. She joined and in no 

time at all she was involved in the Club and volunteering at the Gardens 

as well.  The impressive list of Sandy’s involvement includes, manning 

Festival gates, running the Sunflower Café at the showgrounds during 

Festival 2 years, having her garden open during Festival, President 

Garden Club 2 years, Secretary Garden Club 2 years, Committee 4 

years, minute secretary Botanic Gardens committee, and more.   

These days Sandy organises our garden visit Field Day each month, (ably assisted by Ann Edie), 

Botanic Gardens volunteer, potty potter, and Workplace Health and Safety Officer. She encourages 

everyone to get involved for fun, friendship, and a great cause.  Thanks Sandy. 

Volunteering 

Outings and Travel  

BOTANIC GARDENS WORKING BEE 

Every Thursday Morning from 8:00AM 

Fourth Tuesday Morning from 8:00AM. 

POTTY POTTERS & PLANT SALES 
Every Wednesday and Thursday Morning  
from 8:30AM till 11:30AM. 

Seasons on the Mountain 


