


TRACTOR OVERHAUL 
Eric Bailey and Eddie Fenton spent several 
days upgrading, servicing, cleaning and repair-
ing the tractor. This saved the Botanic Gardens 
considerable money. We are appreciative of 
their time and skills. 
 
NEW MAINTENANCE MANAGER 
John Sweet (right) has ac-
cepted the newly created 
position of Maintenance 
Manager at the Botanic 
Gardens. This includes 
looking after equipment, 
paths, structures etc. Having 
John to do this will allow 
Roger (Manager) and Brian (Curator) to spend 
more time on their own designated duties. 
 
NEW WEBSITE READY SOON 
A new website created by Del Hansen that 
gives equal exposure to the Botanic Gardens, 
Springtime on the Mountain and the Garden 
Club will soon be available on the web. Brian 
Davison and Margaret Bell are fine-tuning the 
content. This will give us worldwide exposure 
as well as providing info for the TM locals. 
The óGardens Newsletterô will also be avail-
able for viewing and downloading from this 
website.  
 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNS 
Eric Bailey has made a number of interpretive 
signs from steel, aluminium and Perspex. 
These will be utilised throughout the Gardens 
including the new Contemplative Walk. 
 
EXTRA  PICNIC  TABLE 

Volunteers are at present pouring the slabs and 
building two more picnic tables adjacent to the 
Palm Grove area. When this is complete we 
will remove the bridge and install a concrete 
path from the boardwalk along the creek. The 
edge of the creek will be planted with small 
Lomandra to enhance the overall presentation 
of the area.  

BUTTERFLY GARDEN 
Thankyou Landcare! 
 

In November, a large group of Landcare 
Volunteers (pictured below) planted up 
the new Butterfly and Small Bird Gar-
den. They were under the guidance of 
Site Manager, Wendy Morgan aided by 
research assistance from Julie Lake.   
The hundreds of rainforest plants put in 
the area are all known to attract butter-
flies and moths or provide habitat and 
food for small birds.  When the area has 
matured, it will become another feature 
of the Botanic Gardens.  
 

Heavy rain and hail soon after the plant-
ing did minimal damage except for some 
creekside plantings of Lomandra longi-
folia which were washed away. 

Ian Buckberry, Eric Bailey and Doug 
McGarrick at work on the new picnic tables. 

FROM THE CURATOR: 
A very real frustration at the Gardens during early summer is the litter dropped from the 
Flooded gums (E. grandis).  It is the season when they throw off their old bark and present 
us with their rejuvenated white trunks.  Whilst this is a joy, the mess around the trees is 
not!  And to make it worse, the high winds we had distributed the long strips of bark over 
the whole Gardens.  There were a few ósomewhat heatedô comments from the Volunteers 
about the worth of Flooded gums!  
 

On the positive side, the Flooded gums (also known as Rose gums) are starting to show 
healthy growth after the severe setback they had during the recent drought. Unfortunately, 
many are still dropping dead limbs doing damage to other shrubs and trees.  One of our 
beautiful Daintree pines (actually a Casuarina)  has lost all the branches down one side. 
Incidentally, the bark off these gums is not suitable as a mulch as the tannin in the bark 
tends to be toxic towards many other species. 
 

But, for all their faults, we forgive them...they are a beautiful aspect of our Gardens and 
give a memorable image to those who visit from off the Mountain. 
 

A recent visitor to the Gardens, a biologist from Sydney, told me that she thought they were 
called óFloodedô gums because of the way water visibly ôfloodsô down the trunks in heavy 
rain.  Sounds feasible.  Have you heard any other explanation for the name?   
 

Brian Davison (Honorary Curator) 

Lomandra longifolia 
 

One of the species that was planted by Landcare in 
our new butterfly and small bird habitat across the 
creek from the Japanese Garden is the strap-leaved 
Lomandra longifolia. Known also as Spiny mat-rush 
or Basket grass, this plant is used frequently as an 
óarchitectural statementô in landscaping and is com-
monly grown around the Mountain.  
 

Lomandra loves moist soil but will remain healthy 
during drought conditions. One of the features of 
this plant is the heavily-scented flowers. We would 
need to be very careful when smelling them, though, 
as they are surrounded by sharp spines! 
 

Aborigines used Lomandra extensively as a source 
of material for making mats, baskets and nets. They 
also ate the fleshy base of the leaves and the flowers.  
 

The male and female flowers are on separate bushes and are pollinated by beetles. The 
leaves grow from an underground stem. Lomandra grows in sun or shade and is successful 
as a potted plant for indoors. Whilst L. longifolia has leaves up to a metre long there are 
smaller species available.  In our Gardens is has been planted as an edge plant along the 
creek. 


